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Selected news items and updates 
for the practicing clinician

Zachary Mulkey MD

 CritiCal Updates

• The FDA is seeking feedback from the public on proposed rulemaking related to requiring nicotine expo-
sure warnings and child-resistant packaging for e-cigarrete related products. The comment period began 
July 1st and is open for 60 days. Read the notice here.

• Hawaii has passed legislation to raise the legal smoking age to 21 years. Taking effect at the beginning 
of 2016 Hawaii becomes the first U.S. state to do this. Other local municipalities have this age limit and 
other states have it set at age 19 years. The law also bans sale and use of e-cigarettes to those under 21 
years citing data that almost 1 in 5 ninth and tenth graders use e-cigs regularly.

• Another example of how music can soothe the body and soul.

• West Nile infection season is underway. Be on the lookout and educate your patients to take precau-
tions.

• Even though the current shingles vaccine is underutilized, pharma is working towards a newer vaccine 
that lasts much longer.
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http://www.fda.gov/TobaccoProducts/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/ucm453227.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/06/20/us-usa-hawaii-tobacco-idUSKBN0P006V20150620
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2015/06/23/alarmed-at-rising-teen-e-cigarette-use-hawaii-raises-smoking-age-to-21/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25555856
http://www.cdc.gov/westnile/statsmaps/preliminarymapsdata/activitystatedate.html
http://www.medpagetoday.com/MeetingCoverage/ICAAC/41571
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/07/13/421570746/engineering-a-shingles-vaccine-that-doesnt-wimp-out-over-time

